ISLAND RHAPSODY:
LISTEN TO THE VOICE
OF TAIWAN
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* 2023 Golden Comic Award (Best Editor)

Ten classic songs from Taiwan, adapted into ten different comics,
each unique in style and approach. Nostalgia and meaning
intermingle in these varied visions of Taiwan, from hard-edged
realism, to satire, to flights of fancy.

What appears in your mind when you hear your favorite classic
song? Does it elicit memories from the past? Or, does it give you that
wistful sense of how much things have changed over the years?
Bringing together comics and music, Island Rhapsody began with a
list of ten popular songs from the 1950 to 2000 selected by singer,
songwriter, and composer Chen Ming-Chang. Next, ten comic book
artists set to work creating stories inspired by the songs of this

classic playlist.

Some stories are based on childhood interactions with family and
friends, with the song acting as a gateway to the memories of bygone
times. In other stories, the main character hears the song, and,
touched by the lyrics and melody, comes to a new understanding of
their life situation. In some cases, the songs are the basis for
constructing imaginary worlds in which the characters undertake

new adventures.

All of the songs in the book are available for listening online. In
addition to the comics, the book also contains a listening guide
written by music critic Hung Fang-Yi to enhance the reading and

listening experience.
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Produced by GoodTrip Creative % ik S £l|

The guiding mantra of GoodTrip Creative is “Seeing the world. Seen
by the world.” Focused on high-quality audiovisual products suited
to worldwide media trends, the company’s productions have been
distributed in a variety of overseas markets, and garnered numerous
awards. Their work includes science documentary series VR 101, the
children’s theatrical production of My Little Boy A-Nee-Gu, made-for-
TV movie The Plastic Bag, and television show Listen! Taiwan Is
Singing. In recent years, GoodTrip has increasingly worked in story
development, original comics, and video production in order to offer
a multi-media approach to their subjects.

Comic by Sen 7%

Comic creator Sen graduated with a degree in set design from Taipei
National University of the Arts, and now works in comics, illustration,
and graphic design. He has published a collection of short works
entitled Everyday Youth and the independent comics Insomnia Diary,
and Black Cat.

Comic by Ding Pao-Yen HZZEEE (T H2)

A graduate of National Kaohsiung Normal University’s Department
of Fine Arts, Morning Anxiety works simultaneously in the fields of
comic books and contemporary art. A lover of video games and sci-fi,
he has been publishing his original comics and staging solo
exhibitions since 2014. In 2019 he was a resident artist at the
Angouléme International Comics Festival. His previous works
include Dinosaur Gallery, Maybe I Should Find a Job Trilogy, Road to
Nowhere, and From the Dream Dimension. Road to Nowhere has been
published in French by MISMA.

Comic by Tseng Yao-Ching & i

Tseng Yao-Ching is a graphic novelist and illustrator who works with
unconventional combinations of materials, such as Chinese calligraphy
ink and poster paint on cotton paper. In 2013 he was nominated for the
2013 Golden Comic Award for Best New Artist, and was invited to
represent Taiwan at the 2018 Angouléme International Comics
Festival. Lunatic is the Night, his comic book collaboration with four
other artists, won the Golden Comic Award in 2020.
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Comic by ROCKAT ##85;

A graduate of National Taiwan University of Arts, ROCKAT is a
professional comic book artist and illustrator, and 2016 recipient of
Japan’s International Manga Award. His best-known work is the
comic book series Nameless Song. In 2014 he illustrated the political
satire board game Wonderful Island.

Comic by Lo Ning 2%

Hsinchu native Lo Ning is a freelance illustrator and designer who
has recently begun experimenting with digital formats. She currently

resides in Taipei.

Comic by Cao Chian &+

A lover of comics and metal music, Cao Chian creates personal
narratives around themes of growth, and draws in a style that fuses
American and Asian comic book art. She is currently studying comic
books and printmaking at Art Institute of Chicago.

Comic by Zuo Hsuan &=

Zuo Hsuan is a well-regarded comic book artist and book cover
illustrator. Her first published work, Rites of Returning, won the
Bronze Award at the 2015 International Manga Awards in Japan. The
book went on to sell foreign language rights for Japanese, French,
Vietnamese, and Italian, and a television adaptation was released in
2021. Zuo Hsuan has represented Taiwan at the Angouléme
International Comics Festival, the Frankfurt Book Fair, the Lucca
Comics & Games, and the BDFIL Comics Festival.

Comic by Peter Mann

Born in Germany but Taiwanese through and through, Peter Mann
worked in animation until, by a roundabout path, he became a comic
book artist and illustrator. Much of his illustration work is connected
to music, including visual design for music festivals and album cover

design.
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Comic by Mu Ke Ke 7R a]fi]

Young comic artist Mu Ke Ke has received numerous awards,
including a special jury prize awarded by comic website CCC, and a
silver prize at the ACG Awards run by gaming website Bahamut. She
has represented Taiwan as artist-in-residence at the San Diego
Comic-Con and the Angouléme International Comics Festival.

Comic by GGDOG

Making his living primarily through comics and illustration, GGDOG
has developed a realistic style with manga influences that expresses
his personal take on reality.
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Track.01
If 1 Open My Heart’s Door — Sen
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Track.02
Night Rain in the Harbor City — Ding Pao-Yen
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Track.03
Miss So-Lan Wants to Get Married — Tseng Yao-Ching
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Track.04
Lukang, the Little Town — ROCKAT
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Track.05
When I Hear Applause — Zuo Hsuan
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Track.06
An Afternoon Drama — Lo Ning
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Track.07
Farewell Beitou — Cao Chian
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Track.08
Chasing, Chasing, Chasing — Peter Man
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Track.09
Grandma’s Sugar Train — Mu Ke Ke
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Track.10
Salt Ponds: The Home of the Black-Faced Spoonbills — GGDOG
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